ommissioned to produce the poster for
Literary Festival in Huntsville.

f childhood dreams are any indication, watercolour artist
Catherine Luce’s creative abilities started early. “My dreams

were always so vivid,” she recalls. “I would be in these imag-
inary lands and I would be flying or hanging out with wild ani-
mals. My family used to laugh at the all the things I used to get up
to while I was sleeping.”

Even during the day her mind was somewhere else. “My
favourite thing to do was to lie outside and stare up into the
clouds. I would make shapes into animals and imagine I was in the
jungle or the Galapagos Islands. It was magical.”

In fact, Luce remembers her whole childhood as a magical and
creative experience. The youngest of four children, she grew up in
Cambridge, Ontario, where her single parent mom juggled par-
enthood and a career as a teacher/librarian.

“My mom was so busy with her work and raising us kids that
my grandmother came to live with us. It was a very positive expe-
rience,” says Luce. “Among other things, she brought music into
the house. She was always reciting poetry and singing songs. My
sisters and I soaked it up. We were constantly doing creative
things: making crafts, inventing songs and stories and singing all
the time. In fact, I was always a little shocked when I went to other
people’s houses and realized that not everyone was immersed in
music the way I was. At first I felt different and awkward about it.
It wasn’t until I was older that I realized what a huge gift it was.”

Singing was, in fact, Luce’s first foray into an artistic career.
Having enjoyed singing in choirs and Kiwanis festivals, she decid-
ed to pursue a career in musical theatre at Sheridan College.
Unfortunately it didn’t suit Luce the way she imagined it might.
“It was a far cry from the fun and friendships of amateur theatre,”
she recalls. “It was way too cutthroat, competitive and serious for
me.”

So, inspired by all of the books her mom used to bring home
from the school library, Luce decided to switch into a major in
Book Illustration and Design.

“I naively thought that being a children’s book illustrator would
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