Catherine Luce’s home studio has a scenic view overlooking Fairy Lake. She carefully layers the paint, one shade at a time.

be an interesting job,” she laughs. “Little did I real-
ize how competitive it was and how few people
actually get to make a living at it — but I loved it.”

She learned to work in many different mediums
including acrylics, watercolour, gouache pen, ink
and printmaking.”

However, it was the watercolour that really spoke
to Luce. “There was something about the effects
and moods that I could extract from watercolours
that made me feel like I could express what I was
feeling and imagining,” she says. “It suited me per-
fectly.”

Luce’s work often involves quirky and whimsical
characters set in creatively rearranged backgrounds.
While her creations are perfectly suited to the pic-
ture book market, she is also in high demand for
commission work.

“I recently created the poster the 2012 North-
Words Muskoka Literary Festival,” she explains. “It
was an interesting assignment. I had to create
something that would not only reflect Huntsville in
the fall, but also have a reading aspect to it.”

The result is a stunningly beautiful painting of a
jack pine with readers scattered among its branches
overlooking the main street of Huntsville.

The process for Luce’s art is multifaceted. She
waits until everyone in her household is out and
puts on some classical music in her dining room
turned studio. Then she starts daydreaming and
getting into a dreamlike state. Once the ideas start
forming the doodling begins. “I just keep drawing
until something seems interesting. I continue to
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further develop the idea into a small sketch and
experiment with different compositions,” she
explains.

“If it involves figures in a complicated pose I may
ask one of my kids to pose for reference or get dif-
ferent wildlife pictures. I always prefer to draw
from life if possible.” Luce often does the initial
drawing on tracing paper so she can move things
around until she is happy with the design. Then
she transfers it onto watercolour paper.

Luce likes to experiment with other mediums
and subject matter. She was recently commissioned
to produce a paper miché sculpture for the Nuit
Blanche festival in Huntsville working with fellow
artist Patricia Astley. “It’s always fun to try new
mediums,” she says. “I like to be taken out of my
comfort zone.”

Luce has also created murals and more recently
landscapes. Inspired by the beauty and wildlife of
Muskoka, Luce reimagines familiar scenes in her
unique style. “I'll go out for a walk or a kayak and
my art will come from an emotional response to the
beauty of the surroundings.”

It is that beauty that brought the Luce’s to
Muskoka from southern Ontario. “I've always been
a nature nut,” admits Luce. “We used to come
north for camping and canoeing trips. As a kid I
was envious of people who got to live in places in
which they could swim in the clean lakes and rivers
and hoped one day to raise a family in such a
place.”

That opportunity finally came for the Luce fam-

ily six years ago when they seized the opportunity
to buy a pharmacy in Port Carling and moved the
family to Huntsville.

“The landscape of Muskoka definitely influences
my work,” says Luce who lives on one of the larger
lakes surrounding Huntsville. “Sometimes it’s the
inspiration for a landscape or wildlife painting or
other times I use the unique beauty of the area as
background scenery in which to add some interest-
ing characters and a bit of fantasy to the mix. A lot
of my work is inspired by the fall colours, evening
light or stormy weather. Sunny days are wonderful
of course but not particularly interesting to paint.”

Luce’s first love, however, is her storytelling art
and it is to this she always returns. She hopes to ful-
fill her long-held desire of writing and illustrating
her own picture book, a dream put on hold while
raising her three children.

“My art has naturally taken a backseat to caring
for my children and their needs,” she explains. “But
now, with two children grown and my youngest
finishing Grade 12, I find I can give the time and
effort to really immerse myself in my art. I feel like
I am starting afresh,” she says. “And it feels amaz-
ing.”

While Luce may not be able to dream like she
did as a child, she has no shortage of ideas for ongo-
ing works. “I just look outside my window at the
incredible beauty of Muskoka and I am inspired. I
guess failing that I can always go back to day-
dreaming with the clouds,” she laughs. “For profes-

sional purposes, of course.”



